Directions

In the transformation from oral language to written world, universal truths of human nature were formalized. These truths or values help in making decisions that will support positive changes in each of our lives. We can learn these values from heroes in literature, as well as history.  Many experts believe we need to learn from the mistakes of the past to improve our future. Others contend that we will continue to make the same mistakes, so we need to forge ahead.  In your opinion, can studying the past lead to new opportunities for the future? 

In your essay, take a position on the above question.  You may write about either one of the two points of view given, or you may present a different point of view on this question, but you must choose one side of the argument.  Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 

· Remember to state your position clearly. 

· Support your position with logical reasons using specific examples.

· Include and support the counterargument.

Use the graphic organizer provided for notes, outlining, clustering, or writing your rough draft.
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