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Mood is the feeling created by the poet for the reader. Tone is the feeling
displayed by the author toward the subject of the poem. Mood and tone often
depend on one another to get across what the author is trying to portray.

Example: Some words that can describe the mood of a poem might be:
romarntic, realistic, optimistic, pessimistic, gloomy, mournful,
sorrowful, etc.

Some words that can describe the fone of a poem might be:
serious, humorous, amused, angry, playful, cheerful, sad,
gloomy, etc.
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Example:

Deadly Winter

Barren branches pierce the sky,
Chattering in the shivering breeze.
The clouds hold captive

Rays of the gloomy sunshine.
Blades of grass brown and tattered
From frost's sharp fingernails.
Winter squeezes the last breath
Out of all that once thrived.

This poem’s mood could be described as
gloomy because the poem s about death.

The tone might be described as serious.
The words used in the poem give clues as to
how the author feels about winter. Words
like: barren, chattering, shivering, gloomy,
tattered, sharp fingernails, squeezes the last
breath...all show that the author does not
look at winter in a good way.
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Now, see how the mood and tone change when it is written a lttle differently:

‘Wondrous Winter

Long sleek branches
Sway to the music of the wind.
A game of hide and seek

The clouds and sun do play.
Blades of grass sleep

Under a sparkly blanket of frost.
Winter's beauty transforms
Landscapes into wonderlands.

This poem’s mood could be described as
optimistic because the poem is about the
beauty of winter.

The tone might be described as cheerful.
This poem uses words like: sleek, sway to
the music and hide and seek (which have a
playful tone to them), sparkly, beauty,
wonderland. These words suggest the
author looks forward to winter.
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[Read each mood below. Decide whether the mood is positive or negative. Write
2P onthe e it positive and an N f L is negative. Use your dictnary skils
fyou come across a word you are unsure of. The frst one is done for you.

___ 14, disappointed.
15. offended
16, optmistc
17, passionate
18 reassuwed
15, relaxed
20, releved
21 restess.
2o
23 scares
24 fatteres
25, threatened
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Loneliness
Katherine Mansfieid

Now itis Loneliness who comes atright
Instead of Seep, t st beside my bed.

Like a tred chid e and walt her read,
Liatch her softly bowing out th lght.
Molionless siting, nefthe lef or ight

‘She turms, and weary, weary droops her head.
‘She, 100, is ld; she. 0o, has fought the ight
So, with he faure she s garlanded.

Through the sad dark the slowy ebbing tide
Breaks on a barren shore, unsatisfed.
Astrange wind flows._ hen sllnce. | am fain
To tm o Loneliness, o ake her hand.
Cling o her, wating, i he barren land
Fils with the cheadi monotone of ai.
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‘Which word best describes the tone of this poem?
a. inspired
b, somber

<. optimisic
. frusirated





 


 


 


 


 




         

